Class 8 Directions Hearings - how and where they are conducted 


HOW WILL THEY BE HELD?

Introduction

The Land and Environment Court has a dedicated telephone conference call facility in Court 3B, Level 3 225 Macquarie Street Sydney, that allows a directions hearing to be conducted with parties appearing either in person or over the telephone.

Given that some matters in Class 8 will involve parties outside the Sydney region, this court room will be used to conduct directions hearings in Class 8.

Class 8 Directions hearing

All matters in Class 8 will be listed for a first return date in the Mining List before a Commissioner for Mining. A return date and time will be allocated at the time of filing the originating process.

The Mining List will be conducted once a fortnight. Parties should expect that the date allocated for the first return date will be a date 3-5 weeks from the date of filing. It is anticipated that this allows one week for the originating process to be served, and two weeks prior to the first directions hearing.

At the appointed time on the date of the directions hearing, parties or their representatives can have the matter dealt with either by telephone or by appearing in court in person. 

How do I appear by telephone? 
1. When an application is filed with the Court, a date and time for the directions hearing will be noted on the documents to be served; 
2. Just prior to the appointed time parties should dial into the telephone conference facilities for the directions hearing. The dial in number for all parties is 02 8293 1163. 
3. The operator will welcome the parties and request their names and telephone numbers. The parties will be placed on hold with music playing until connected; 
4. Once connected, the presiding Commissioner for Mining will deal with the matter in a conference call and make directions/ orders. On each occasion, before speaking, parties are to identify themselves; 
5. At the end of the directions hearing, the parties will hang up.

Telephone conference facilities can still be used where one party appears in court.

Can I get a transcript of the directions hearing?
The directions hearing will be taped and a copy of the tape sent to the Court by the conference call provider. Copies of the tape may be purchased from the Court. 

How much does it cost to participate in a telephone directions hearing?
The cost to parties participating in a telephone directions hearing is currently: 

  $0.44 per minute / per link (including GST) for the duration of the conference and 

  the cost of the call to the ‘02’ number. This could involve local, SDT or IDD call charges depending on the location of the party dialling in.
These charges will be billed to parties’ nominated Australian fixed telephone numbers.
